Physiological hyperketonemia develops after birth in most mammals (Girard and Ferré, 1982 
Physiological hyperketonemia develops after birth in most mammals (Girard and Ferré, 1982) . Since the body lipid stores in newborns are usually low, ketone body precursors are supplied by milk which is a high-fat diet. However, in a few species like rabbits, the fetus is endowed with large hepatic lipid stores and starved newborns show an increase in blood ketone body concentrations 6 to 12 h after birth (Callikan et al., 1979 
